Llnteiech ST
“~‘Tony Leon’s"Off the Ganrrmy
;-page-turngr that moves at aﬁaclqn

.'-qmceﬂuough];ﬁsﬂurbau 3-;

- “and youth, into Johannesbifrg mum

“cipal politics and the Natiopal’:As-"

“sembly. When he lﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂm‘}&{. Sl

- -have done 20 years’ «th :

énuugh, he

tﬂda}?s mbust ap Q?J;? %nﬁ‘mk £

& }rappmg at thil:[ heels of*t!iﬁﬁNC l

amentary -mgjority .js -
-imdé’ub‘tegm But the road- ?n:! w:ndicf.
“uphill all the way. ; i
. 'I‘h&aEd tr_dﬁciu, th‘i;hﬂ on bcmm:ng ”
g PfESl nt forgot rprmousa;mt}r
" said, surpnsmgldy :on - Leon's dcpa_r-:;
" ture: “I never had the courage to argps-
. .that he served merely 4sa fhmuahua,
- because indeed he: had the bark of &
* bull-terrier”. - EE
. Thie bite too. Few, even his »::0]-- i

leagues, escape this. Helen Suzman, he

writes, hardly forgave him fof snatch-
ing Houghton from -Irene. “Menell
- whom la grande dame = a5 he calls |

But he dmct.s as Imany shngs and -
‘arrows towards himself “Neverthe-
Jess, my own no doubt inflated sense
_ of political self-worth was not shared .
“Suzman — addecldcdshm.ﬂdfuccmd 'J:ty all my colleagues” — and admits

- .more positive: ™
. ing the gqmitm

fhe ackmowledges

greatest ch

i WIO

her.
" “While Zach de Baer, who teprcsen
 ted the constituency of Parktown, next -
‘to my own in Houghton, once re
marked: “The voters of Parktown do

. not bother me, and 1 certainly don't -
“Bother them’ I revelled in the

. nitty-gritty of constituency work.”

'h;mesi}r

e the DA's origmal snpport
and its disastrous

'mistakes li
_for ﬂour—cmssmg

“collaboration with .Marthinus vap ...
_Schalkw;rk and mhurts, w]mm he .
‘tears to shreds. L

‘You've got to admiresthe: “searing
— all the more for its rari

 The chapter “Against Golia "wﬂl

* « than }r-:)u nught realise .

z-‘-‘ 0 On :Kw Cuutrarjt by 'Ihmt 1:011.::'

need for a strong opposition., InL‘a
St Francis, a bucolic

ently asked Leon wl%}'

Le:on recalls” i'c.l]ﬂw MP I}ongld Lee

“You never hear that sorf of |
sli in the coloured. ontﬁfuuml}”

Bxg business-and the large
" get chunks tor-out'of the

a- later " “seismi

mandltswil[tou‘npos;

e

assumption.” :
;ﬁhp e dom

451111]3.;

T LAr

5 help anyone still unmmrgnmd of the _

Ifer belli -’-“-
muldn’tg;l;; i

un;: a Wayﬂ atta 5
et

r

1:

o o its it |
[ across the whole of soclety seemed 1o -
B me as leader of the opposition my
e. Thad assumed oth-
: ‘er, more powe u] actors in the busi-
: - ness and civil realm would fight their
# respective. corners. 1 had made the .

Leon
, with _erudition and |
< wit. ﬁpproachmg business for funds :

B e

““post-1994 he found contributions to

.. the DA had become “radio-active”

“In foreign policy; as at home, ANC:

<policy bore a stri
the ‘doublethink’

wﬁlresemblance to .|
ich George Or- |
well defined as “the power of haldmg

two contradictory beliefs in one’s |

mind and simultaneously aﬂCﬂ?mlg :

both of them® "

. Melson Mandela said: “You know,

Tony, you will be missed mu-:h more

“book tells
ﬂ'onaﬂl.an Ball, RZ54, scftmver}

" Leon’s |



